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CHRISTMASTIDE. 


To all our readers we offer our hearty Christmas Greetings. Long 
years ago in a world where strife and sin and unrest and tyranny were 


everywhere to be seen God spoke. 


He did not speak through a great 


statesman, for whom may be we long today, or through a political party, 


or a Church Council. 


He spoke through an event which happens many 


times every day in all lands. A child was born. Yet that event in the 
manger of Bethlehem was unique for it was none other than the Son 
of God who came into the world’s life on that first Christm as 


are joined as readers of this Bulletin; but still more as lovers of China 
and as lovers of our Saviour, have all bitterness and malice and hardness 
of heart and pride taken from us, and the child spirit breathed into 


His name. 


. May He 
find a place in each of our hearts this Christmas season, and may we who | 
us, that we may be Healers of the World’s sores for Christ’s sake and in 


- TASKS WE NEGLECT 


** These ought ye to have done and not to have left the other undone” 


It 
very 


plain to every one that we are 
usy. We should be ashamed 
not to be. It is part of our religion 
to. improve the shining hour.’”’ We 


- are quite troubled when we sit down 


for a moment and relax. We should 
hardly know ourselves if we -wakened 
up in the morning and had not a pro- 
gramme of work in front of us. How 
good it is to fill each moment with its 
appointed task! How good at the end 
a the day to say to oneself, 


“Something accomplished, something 


done 

. Has earned a night’s repose”’. 

At times we meet a man cr a woman 
who lives life. It is 
one of the saddest sights imaginable. 

The constant question as to how to fill 
in time must mark the very summit 
©f moral and intellectual destitution. 


Matt. XXIII: 28. 
Thank God we are not as:these others! 


our busy-ness are we doing the things 
that matter most? 


There mast be times when even the 
most preoccupied of us asks himself 
this question. There must be times 
when the mission or the Church Com- 
mittee, if it be truly living, faces this 
problem with perhaps a certain 
uneasiness, at least with great serious- 
ness. Because everything we do is 
worth doing, in itself very important 
and by no means to be neglected, it 
does not follow that we are doing just 
THE THING which of all others “we 
are here todo. Do you remember the 
parable of the man who was given a 
trust? There was just one thing to be 
done, to guard the prisoner. He 
was busy here and there’’, no doubt 
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Another’s 


doing excellent and urgent jobs, but 


when the moment came to render up 
the. trust, he discovered that the 
captive had escaped. He was not 
frivolous; he was not idle; in fact he 
was very much occupied, determined 
not to waste a4 minute. But the one 
thing that mattered most had been 
neglected, Does this describe some 
of us? Have we made’ the prime 
mistake of going at things &0 zealously 
that we have lost the sense of prop or- 
tion? Perhaps that-is why criticism 


| 
_ 
No. 6 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 


THE BULLETIN ‘OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCLL 


sometimes takes the place of souf-. 


winning. Perhaps that is why we 
attack our brother who seems to us to 
be mistaken in his views when we had 
better be praying for him and for 
ourselves. Perhaps that is why_ we 
give our Chinese brethren the im- 
pression that we have no time ‘to 
make friends with them. 


There is hardly any more critical 
moment recorded in the life of our 
Lord than the occasion when, at the 
height of His.popularity, He turned 
away from the golden opportunity 
and determined to break new ground. 
The record of it is brief but eloquent. 
‘“The whole town was assembled at 
the door’’. What a chance! The 
disciples are impressed by it and no 
wonder. Jesus has come to His own 
at last: no need now to be in doubt, 
clearly this response points the way 
to a great service. They look here or 
there with growing perplexity. How 
unlike the Master to be away when 
the need is so great and the door so 
wide open. Where can He be? At 
last they find Him in a solitary place. 
He has left the crowds and the work. 
Long before day He crept away unseen. 
But. surely a hint from the disciples 
will bring Him back to plunge into 
the work. ‘“‘Everyone” they say, 
looking for you”’. How staggering 
istheanswer! Let us go elsewhere’. 
He has heard God speak in the silence 
and He knows that the one thing 
needful is to do His will. ‘“‘For that 
purpose I came from God’’. 


It is not for one to suggest to 
another the nature of neglected tasks, 
We can all have recourse to the soli- 
tary place where we can hear the 
Voice ourselves. But it may be per- 
mitted to ask a few questions in love— 


questions which one asks oneself not 
once or twice. 


_ Does intercession take the place 
in my life that it took in the life of 
the great missionary Paul? Can I 
give any really satisfying reason 
why it should not? | 
When people come to see me do 
they have the feeling that they 
must not trespass on my time, and 
so hold back the precious con- 
fidence, while I lose the chance 
of a deeper friendship and of giving 
a ‘helping hand? 
_». Does the pace at which I live 
_ make me irritable and unpleasant 


to live with, and hae the disciple of 


Christ any right to be like that? 


Do my servants and others I meet 
every day have the feeling that I 
am only anxious to get something 
out of them and have little care for 
them and their concerns? 


Am I doing so many things my- 
self that I have no time to study 
how to get other people to do them 
and no patience to see them make 
the inevitable mistakes of 
learner? 


Am I so eager to get people into 
the Church and to have a good 
showing on that side that I do not 
help the young Christians into 
service, enter lovingly into their 
perpiexities, stand by them in 
temptation; so that while the 
Church fills at one end 
at the other? 


Have I so great a delight in 
proving that I am right that I 
overide the sensibilities of a brother, 
or forget the greater necessity of 
keeping my temper? 


When little children claim my 


attention is my response more like 


that of Jesus or of the disciples? 


Have I forgotten that it was Mary 
who chose the better part? 


A BIBLE READING CHURCH. 
G. H. BonpFietp, D. D. 


~ The importance of a knowledge of 
the Bible to the Chinese Church can 
scarcely be exaggerated; for only as 


‘the Church is built upon the broad 


and firm foundation of Holy Scripture 
ean there be: growth and stability. 
Without in any way wishing to ignore 
the function of the preacher or to 
lessen the value of the sermon, it 
cannot be regarded as satisfactory 


that any congregation should be left 


to gain its knowledge of the Bible 
mainly from texts or from isolated 
passages read in public worship. It 
is not the exhortation of preachers 
that the Church primarily needs, but 
the words of the Living God—words 
that can repeat themselves and be 
tested in its own experience. It is 
only as Christians possess and know 
the Bible that they are furnished with 


the 


it empties. 


‘living 


armour against assaults; with weapons 
for aggressive-work, and with ideals 


that lead them into the fulness of the- 
divine life. 


Moreover it is not the collective 
teaching of*the Bible on which the 


chief emphasis is to be laid. The 


Bible is every man’s book ; its message- 
is to the individual soul; it is not a 
book that should be monopolized by 
any particular person or class. Just. 
as we believe it should be translated 
into the common languages of all 
mankind, so we believe it should be 
read and known by every man. It. 
deals with the needs and the nature 
common to the race. Its offers of 
grace and love and its promises and 
warnings are for every man. It is: 
the chart and the guide to the. 
individual soul, and no man under-: 


stands how great are his privileges in. 
Christ Jesus until he can read the 


pages of the Bible for himself. These 
pages which tell us of God’s compre~ 
hensive love for the whole world, tell 
us also that He loves each one of us: 
with a close and particular concern. 


Once more, the surpassing interest 
of the Bible seems to be lost in the- 
way it is often used. We make it one 
of the dullest of books by our method 
of reading it and explaining it im 
public. In the Bible we have the 
record of God’s revelation of Himself: 
in history, and it should be to us & 
and life-giving ,book of 
messages; not a book of dreary Jessons 
for sleepy congregations. 


The illiteracy of the rank and file 
of those who make up the Chinese 
Church, was one of the subjects pro- 
minent in the programme of the 
China For Christ Movement two or 
three years ago. How to deal with it, 
was also in the forefront of the tasks 
to which the National Christian Con- 
ference gave its approval May, 1922. 
This weakness in the Church has thus 
been fully recognised and the heroi¢e 
resolutions passed pointed to a speedy 
improvement. Yet are we not to-day 
practically where we were two years 
ago? 1 donot know the exact per- 
centage of illiterates amongst the 
membership of the Church, but is it - 
not time that steps were taken to deal 
with it in some comprehensive and 
effective way? 


It is not enough for the missionary 
to throw the responsibility on the 


. 
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Chinese pastor or preacher, nor for 
the pastor or preacher to take refuge i in 
the fact that it has ‘‘always been so’ 

and therefore must for the present 
be condoned. It is not a time or an 
occasion for excuses or recrimina- 
tions: but for practical co-operation 
and for repeated experiments; for 
every worker to. do what can be done 
to remove the indifference or the 
‘inertia’ or whatever stands in the 
way of real progress in this direction. 
With the examples of Korea and 
Japan before them, Chinese Christ- 
ians ought also to nail their colours 
to the mast and stick to the ideal of 


a Bible-Reading Church in this 
generation. 
II. 
What can be done? How can 


the problem of illiteracy in the 
Church be solved? Many of those 
who read these notes could give 


gpolutions more to the point than 


anything I have to suggest. They 
are face to face with this problem all 
the time, and they may think that 
geome of the recommendations made 
here are crude and inadequate. But 
I would beg that the subject be not 
dismissed; try something, do some- 
thing and keep on doing, for only 
by experiment and effort and per- 
severance can there be any hope of 
dealing successfully with this tre- 
mendous disadvantage and difficulty. 


(1) Let me remind you in the 
first place that this problem is one 
that concerns the whole church. It 


is not enough to enlist the services 
and sympathies of a few; it is the 
concern Of all. Those who can read 
should regard their ability as a trust 
to be used for the good of others. 
The illiterate should not be regarded 
as an inferior class, but as brothers 
and sisters, who have had fewer 


opportunities or talents entrusted to 


them. ‘They are to be helped, not 
merely pitied and neglected. The 
pride of conscious superiority should 
have no place in the Church of Christ 


{see Galatians'6:8-6).- 


It should be Tae home to the 


‘more educated members that the 


disgrace, if any, attaches not to the 
illiterate, but to those who, having 


the gift or the opportunity of 


learning, have not used their advan- 


‘tages for the good of others. 


discouraging. 


This aspect may well be emphasised 
in sermons and addresses by the 
pastor or superintendent. . Scolding 
should not be indulged in. The 
duty and privilege of mutual help- 
fulness and the value in the sight of 
God of all service, however humble, 


should be kept well before the 
congregation. 
(2) ‘After careful enquiry . it 


should be possible to arrange a 
congregation roughly into classes, 
separating those who can read at all 
from those who cannot. First of all 
it would be well to concentrate 
attention on the more promising. Do 


. not keep back any who are likely to 


make rapid progress; that would be 
Let those who can 
learn quickly do so and at once 
secure their help:in teaching others. 
Use all the material available, and 
let each member see that his or her 
gift or willingness to use it is 
appreciated. 


Unfortunately there will be found 
in almost every congregation some 
few men or women who are unable to 
take in the simplest lessons. It will 
be well to recognise this at an early 
date and* to place all backward or 
slow learners in a class by themselves 
to be dealt with separately and in a 
special way. Do not keep back the 
general progress because there are a 
few who 
illiterate. 


(3) Inaddition to other occasions, 
a part of every Sunday should be 
given to the duty of teaching 
illiterates to read. It is not enough 
to set apart some odd times at the 


beginning or end of a service; let it 


have a definite place in every 
Sunday’s programme. Companies 
of worshippers should realize that the 
whole congregation will lose “‘ face ”’ 
50 long as any of its members are 
unable to read for themselves from 
the Bible. 
should be given to reading the 
Scriptures and to the teaching of 
others to read. This may necessitate 


rearranging the order of the service. 


and-sbortening the sermon. 


First of all, encourage a more 
general interest in the Scriptures 


from the reading-desk. Do not. be 


afraid of reading the “lesson” over 
again in the hearing of the congrega- 


may be permanently 


Thirty minutes, at least, . 


@ few verses. 


tion. There may be as much in the 
Scripture lesson for the congregation 
as in the sermon or the prayers. 
Encourage. responsive reading or 
reading all together. Our conduct of 
worship has been influenced far too 
much by what has become the prac- 
tice in western lands. Surely a stiff 
and formal service does not exhaust 
the possibilities of.either worship or 
instruction. Should we not get help 
and profit from a few questions from 
the congregation or from the pulpit? 
Would not a dialogue carefully 
arranged be found as helpful an 
adjunct to a service now as it was in 
the mediaeval church? 


Then I venture to think we could 
make a great deal more of expository 
preaching than we do. I do not 
mean the colourless kind of comment 
that is so often made to pass for 
exposition. But a_ well-prepared 
explanation or application of 4 
passage—something -that really ex- 
plains and illuminates, from a 
Chinese point of view. At any rate 
more could be done to make the 
teaching of the Scriptures both 
interesting and instructive. 


(4) I would urge, in the next 
place, that in carrying out any 
system of teaching illiterates to read, 
the lessons are not allowed to hecome 
tedious. Take the kindergarten as 
a model. Change the work often 


enough to give variety, ten or fifteen 


minutes for any lesson should suffice, 
and the next lesson should follow on 
without creating more disturbance or 
loss of time than is necessary. 


Each period of teaching should 
include— 


(a) A review of work already 
done ; 


(5) New steps in advance so as to 
keep up the interest peseey created; 
and, 


(c) An for questions 
and explanations. 


There should be periodical exami- 
nations and some kind of recognition 
of progress made. The spirit of 


emulation should be encouraged, 


learners being allowed to read in 
public so soon as they have mastered 
There. will be less 
difficulty in teaching the _ initial 


steps than in keeping up any kind of 
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progress, and yet the secret of success 
lies in the perseverance of both pupil 
and teacher. 


Ill. 


First Steps. How should a begin- 
ning be made? It is difficult to lay 
down rules that will apply to all 
congregations. The writer has before 
him an ordinary Church or con- 
gregation, such as is commonly 
found in China, that is largely 
composed of men and women who 
cannot read the Bible printed in 
ordinary Chinese characters. 


In order to carry out any pro- 
gramme there must be leaders who 
are impressed with the value of the 
work they undertake and who have 
enough enthusiasm to stand all 


disappointments and discourage- 


ments. There should be one such 
leader for every district or group 
of Churches, and under or asso- 
ciated with this leader there 
should be a Committee composed 
of representatives from each of the 
grouped Churches or congregations, 
Needless to say, every member of 
such a Committee should share the 
leader’s belief-in the necessity and 
possibility of a Bible-reading Church. 
Do not start with all kinds of doubts 
and fears. Next, your Committee 
should select the best available 
material in each Church or con- 
gregation and arrange that such 


- material should have a special course 


of training at a convenient centre 
under a leader. A few weeks should 
suffice to secure trained helpers for 
each Church or congregation. These 
trained helpers should not only be 


able to teach members to read, but 


should be the means of creating a 
new interest in the Bible and a new 
enthusiasm for Bible-reading. 


The method here suggested is of 


course, Only one of many ways in 
which the task of teaching the 
illiterate can be undertaken. It is 
mentioned here because it evokes and 
uses the talents and enthusiasm of 
the Local Church and congregation. 


How actual lessons may best be given | 


is a matter for the district or mission 
leader to determine. 


The hearty co-operation of the 
Chinese pastor, Church leaders and 
superintending missionary is. as- 


sumed, but should this co-operation 
not be forth-coming, proceed without 
it so far as is practicable or possible. 
Such a necessary movement should 
not be held up by any prejudice or 
unwillingness. 


Committees may be done without 
and each Church or congregation may 
proceed by itself and in its own way. 
The main thing is to get the work 


done and to produce readers. Use 


what materia! there is in the church, 
Test your work as it grows and keep 
at it. Let every member of every 
Church realize that a knowledge of 
God’s Word is a pearl of great price 
and for its acquisition it is worth 
while to give all that may be asked. 
Spasmodic efforts will. accomplish 
little: easil y discouraged leaders will 
achieve poor results; but patient 
continuance will gain a prize of 
surpassing value. 


How far a reading test should be 
made a condition of admission to the 
Church is another question. It 
would simplify the problem greatly 
if only those who could read were 
admitted hereafter, but only the 
Church itself can decide 80 grave a 
matter. 


IV. 


Nothing thus far has been said 
about the important question of the 
Script or system in which the 
Scriptures are to be taught to 
illiterate Chinese. On this point 
there is at present no unanimity, 
and after all the one important thing 
is to get a Bible-reading Church. 


(1) The ordinary Chinese char- 
acter is being used in a large number 
of congregations, and there are those 
who have gained a fair knowledge of 
the Scriptures by this means alone. 
It is popular with the Chinese and 
meets with few objections; but it 
cannot be pretended that the question 
of illiteracy is being dealt with by 
the use of Chinese ‘* characters’’. 
At best it makes reading a possibility 
for a minority. It has had many 
years of trial, and the opinion is now 
almost universal that it does not 
meet the needs of the Church. 


(2) By the use of ‘a limited 
and selected number of ‘‘characters’’ 
some interesting literature has béen 


produced, and a number of illiterates 
have been helped; but this method 
can only be regarded as an intro- 
duction or easy approach to the larger 
number of characters used in any 
version of the complete Bible in 
Chinese. Something more is néces- 


sary if the whole Bible is to become © 


accessible to the illiterate members 
of our congregations. 


(3) Roman Letters used phone- 
tically are employed successfully in 
writing and printing many languages 
and dialects. In several provinces 
in China, local vernacular versions 
of the Scriptures have been printed 
in roman letters and excellent results 
have been achieved by their use. 
Indeed the only group of Chinese 
churches, that I know of, having 
90% of its members able to read the 
Bible for themselves, is in a district 


where romanized Chinese is in pad 
use. 


In Mandarin-speaking. 
however, any and every system of 
romanization has been a conspicuous 
failure thus far. Many experiments 
have been made, but roman letters in 
every form have been rejected by =~ 
Chinese, 


(4) This leaves the two forms or 
systems of Phonetic Script in 
possession of the field. These are 
the Chu Yin or National, and the 
Wang-Peill systems. Each of these 
Scripts is too well known to need. 
further description here. Both 
systems have now passed the ex- 
perimental stage and have proved 
their worth. In the Chu Yin Script. 
the complete New Testament and. 
four books of the Old Testament have 
been published by the British and 
Foreign and American Bible 
Societies. Similarly the New Testa- 
ment has been printed in the Wang~ 
Peill Script by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, while separate. 
Gospels in both Scripts are also 
procurable at merely nominal prices. 


It is not claimed that these Phone- 
tic Scripts solve every difficulty, but 
it is claimed that they supply & 


means by which illiteracy in the 


Church can be overcome. 


‘The testimony is ainple. 


and classes have been successfully 
dealt with, The 


All ages: 


reproach of 


| 
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illiteracy has been removed already 
from groups of Churches, and, God 
willing, by a uniled, a determined 
and a persistent effort on the part of 
Chinese and missionary leaders, the 
Chinese Church should become a 
Bible-reading Church before many 
years have passed. But there must be 
no hesitation; no half-hearted at- 
tempts, no divided opinions and no 
lack of enthusiasm. 


The Bible Societies, it may be 
mentioned, will gladly publish the 
complete Bible when there = are 
indications of the Script coming into 
wide or general use. : 


G. H. BonpDFIELD 


Bishop Roots and the N.C. C. 


Bishop Roots reports that both he 
and his colleagues in the American 
Church Mission are quite bewildered 
by the action of the House of 
Bishops which met in Dallas on Nov. 
14th. No details beyond the negative 
information that his resignation was 
not accepted and that no further 


‘provision has been made for the 


episcopal oversight of the diocese of 
Hankow have yet come to hand, So 
much depends upon the atmosphere 
in which this negative action was 
taken that it is not safe to try to 
interpret its significance until fuller 
information arrives, and that can 
hardly be sooner than the middle of 
December when the lettersconfirming 
the cables may be expected. One 
thing seems clear, namely, that 
Bishop Roots cannot desert his 
diocese under the present circure- 
stances. It seems clear also that he 
cannot disregard entirely the 
obligation he has assumed in view of 
the anticipation that his resignation 
would be accepted in accordance with 


.the deliberate advice of the Chung 


Hwa Sheng Kung Hui; for the 
American House of Bishops had 
formally asked that advice. The 
future is very uncertain but it ishoped 
that a way will yet be found whereby 
the present conflicting claims of the 
Diocese and the N. C. C. can be 
reconciled. For the present Bishop 
Roots has taken up his duties in the 
Shanghai office of the N. C. C. as 


previously planned, becoming Resi-~ 


dent Secretary on December Ist. 


~ Fm 
be 
~ 
 * 
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Mr. T. WEN, 


(Block kindly lent by the Weekly Review). 


At the Annual Meeting last May the 
National Christian Council issued a call for 
prayer on behalf of Christian men in China 
holding positions of public trust. In the last 
issue of the Bulletin we published an article 
from the pen-of one of those who is himself a 
member of the National Cl:ristian Council, our 
friend Wen Shih-tsen, whose portrait appears 
above. In this issue we publish a_ further 
contribution from him written at the request 
of the Standing Committee on International 
Relations. While doing this we bespeak the 
prayers of our readers on his behalf. 
he has served China nobly. The difficulties to 
be faced and the opportunities to be seized by 
one in.such a position cannot easily be measured. 
May he realize that his brothers and sisters in 
Christ stand by him at the Throne of Grace and 
may he continue worthily to represent his 


Master no less than his country. 


Anti-Opium Committee. 


The Anti-opium Committee is 
devoting its chief energies Just now 
to the preparation and distribution 
of literature. Dr. Chuan expects 
before long to be able to travel in the 
interests of the Committee. The 
following report from a Peking paper 


shows one direction in 


moving: 


Addresses on the opium 
traffic were delivered at a 
largely attended meeting 
of the Peking Missionary 
Association atthe Y. M. 
C. A. on Nev. 21 by Dr. 
W. H. G. Aspland, of 
the International Anti- 
Opium Association, and 
SurgeonsGeneral S. H. 
Chuan, of the Anti-Opium 
Committeeof the National 


the conclusion the follow- 
ing resolution was put to 
the meeting and carried 
unanimously; 


“That this Association 
views with deep regret 
the extensive recrudes- 
cence Of opium produc- 
tion and use in China 
during recent years. 
This Association values 
as a memorial the 
laudable action of the 
Chinese Government in 
bringing about the total 
prohibition of 
cultivation in the years 
preceding. 1917, and also 
recognizes that the 
present recrudescence is 
largely attributable to 
the disturbed condition 
of the country, with its 
inter-provineial wars. 
Nevertheless, whilst a 
large portion of the opium 
is being produced in 
provinces opposed to or 
not under the direct 
control of the Central 
Government, it cannot 
be disputed that much is 
being grown in provinces 
such as Chihli, Honan, 
Shensi, Kansu, Anhui 


Already 


and Hupei which profess - 


allegiance. Further, in 
loyal provinces where opium is not 
produced, an almost unrestricted sale 
and use is permitted, smoking dens 
are licensed, transit and opium shop 
taxes are imposed, and an opium 
traffic is carried on under military 
and civil protection. _ In many places 
Chinese Christians havé protested 
against compulsory poppy cultiva 


which the Committee is: 


Christian Council. At. 


poppy 


THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCII 
4 4 4 4 5 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
oR 
= i 


Jessen 


6 THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


tion, as being contrary to their 
conscience, their Christian faith, and 
their obedience to the law of the land. 
Should this enforced cultivation 
continue, it will be destructive of 
national morality and increasingly 
the respect of the people for 
Governmental authority. We, asan 
Association, declare it to be 
imperative that the Central Govern- 
ment should immediately formulate 


action to stop this traffie in the pro- . 


vinces under their control in order to 
recover China’s national honour 
abroad, to vindicate her laws at 
home and to save her people from the 
bondage of a degrading habit,”’ 


FROM WAN HSIEN, SZECHWAN 


Last Sunday morning we had the 
joy of welcoming our brother, Rev. K. 
T. Chung, and got him into harness 
immediately. He addressed the con- 
gregation at our second = service; 
speaking with freshness and vigour 
on the three periods through which 
missionary enterprise has passed in 
China, viz. Opposition, Indifference 
and Opportunity. He showed how 
the church should rise to more and 
wider avenues of Chrisfian service. 


Mr. Chung made it clear that he 
had not come to hold mass meetings, 
but to give all possible help to the 
churches. He spent the first day 
after his arrival with Mr. Tan, the 
evangelist, visiting the homes of the 


Vestrymen and leading members of 


the church; thus getting into personal 
touch with them without delay, and 


| preparing them for the conference, or 


“retreat” as he termed it, proposed 
for Tuesday and the morning of 
Wednesday. Accordingly a session 
specially for these leaders, men and 
women—about 25 in all—opened with 
the Holy Communion Service, after 
which Mr. Chung gave a devotional 
address on ‘Retirement with Christ, 
its Meaning, Place, und Kesence”’. 
After a season of prayer Mrw Chung 
asked those gathered freely to state 
any problems which were upon their 
minds. Plenty of problems were 
forthcoming, and these Mr. Chung 
placed under suitable heads to be 
dealt with at the following sessions. 
The secund and third sessions were 


given up to the discussion of these. 
Some of the most important were as 
follows: 


1. Greater in Bible 


Study. 


Efficiency 


It was felt that: each and all re- 
quired a greater knowledge of how to 
handle the Bible for the purpose of 
soul-winning work. They felt that 
they ought to search the Scriptures 
themselves, and decided to hold a 
Bible Class among themselves every 
Sunday morning for one hour before 
the usual prayer meeting. 


2. Home Life of the Christians. 


Family religion was emphasized 
and the need of daily family prayer 
as a cure for much of the trouble in 
a Chinese home. It was interesting 
to hear those things stated from a 
Chinese point of view with the ex- 
perience of their own home life to 
back up what they were siying. 


8. A Soul-Winning Church. 


One of the members remarked how 
Buddhism, though a dead religion, 
was still making headway, and quite 
apart from the priests who as a class 
did nothing whatever to propagate 
the religion. The activity of the 
movement is entirely due to the lay 
devotees of the religion. This should 
lea practical example for the Church 
of Christ. China had over 300 shades 
and grades of society, and to reach all 
these an equal number of pastors would 
be needed—therefore every CHRIS- 


TIAN must be a pastor, living to win 


those who are about him and those 
over whom ‘be exercises any influence. 
It was decided to re-start the Christian 
Truth Investigation Class, and three 
influential members undertook to be a 
committee to convene these gatherings. 


In order to reach the women who 
live at a distance from the church it 
was planned to divide the city into 
districts, and have a cottage meeting 
once a month in the house of a 
Christian member, so that women 
may be reached and the friends and 
neighbours *of the Christian man 


might have the opportunity of hearing 


the Gospel. 


full in the Bulletin. 


4. The Church 
Problems. 


and National 


Pastor Chung allowed free ex- 
pression of opinion on this theme, 
and Cromwellian ideas were not 
lacking. He then showed that the 
griat power of the Church lay in its 
devotion and prayer, its evangelistic 
zeal, the consistent life of its members, 
and its opportunities for social service. 
It was deci to amalgamate the 
‘‘San yu /shae”, “Social club of 
Muscle, Manners and Morals” which 
has been run privately for some years 
by a church member—with the Church, 
and run it co-jointly with some city 
elders, making it an avenue for per- 


sonal contact and aggressive evange- 
lism. 


5. The National Christian Council. 


The desire was expressed that the 
Council might get into closer personal 
touch with the Mission § station 
problems by appointing say one lead- 
ing station in ten to act as a kind of 
communicating agency with 
Executive of the Council. 


On the afternoon of Wednesday—the 
birthday of the Republic—Mr. Chung 
and IT went to the ‘‘San yu shae” to 
address the students. The place was 
packed out, and Mr, Chung gave 
a splendid address on ‘The last 
Century in China”. He pointed out 
that the present problem was not 
“matters” but ‘““men”. -His address 
was greatly appreciated. 


We thank God for sending His 
servant to us, and could wish that it 


were possible for him to visit alt our 
stations, 


T. DARLINGTON. 


MISS FAN IN WENCHOW 
CHEKIANG. 


A very interesting report of Miss 
Fan’s visit to the Churches of Wen- 
chow by Mr. Yu Shu Hsun has been 
sent in. Unfortunately it is too 
long and detailed for insertion in 
We shall try 
to summarize some of the main points 
so that our readers may realize how 
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strenuous a time Miss Fan had, how 
eagerly she was welcomed and how 
gladly her message was received. 


Miss Fan began her visit in 
Wenchow itself where she was 
welcomed by a joint meeting of the 
three churches. After ‘speaking at 
the separate churches, she started 
out on the first of four trips taken 
from the city to neighbouring 
churches. These trips involved hard 
travelling often under difficult cir- 
cumstances. Rain and wind delayed 
her arrival at several places- yet in 
one after another large audiences 
awaited her, sometimes staying till 
a late hour in the hope of seeing 
her. Welcome was extended by an 
archway erected in the street, by a 
band, .by many people coming out 
to meet her, and most of all by the 
large numbers who listened atten- 
tively to her messages. In one place 
after speaking in the Church where 
she was imperfectly heard on account 
of the noise, she went outside and 
addressed a huge crowd which the 
Writer estimates at over two thou- 
sand. In addition to public work 
Miss Fan arranged for a group to 
discuss the problem of the Christian 
home in China and had many 
opportunities for interviews. Her 
visit this time covered an area of 
four hsiens, 16 odd places, 800 li for 
ten davson landand water. Hearers 
anrounted to more than 7,000. 


BISHOP ROOTS IN CENTRAL 
| CHINA. 


I have given the months of October 
and November almost wholly to my 
diocesan work in Hupeh, being unable 
to go to Hunan on account of the 
fighting. 


Cordial appreciation of the National 
Christian Council was expressed at the 
meeting of our Diocesan Synod, Oct. 
6-9, and also at two Retreats which I 
conducted, one for our out of town 
clergy, those living away from the 
Wuhan Cities, Oct. 10-12, and one for 
our Wuhan clergy, Nov. 14-16. 

Rey. K.T. Chung’s visits at Ichang, 
Shasi and the Wuhan cities were 
deeply appreciated, and in all these 
places he made connections for the 


N. C. C. which no foreigner could have 
made. 


On October 19th I had the great 
pleasure of visiting the Central China 
Lutheran Union Theological Seminary 
at Shekow and speaking to the faculty 
and students about the N.C. C. The 
next cay I met President Wold of the 
Seminary, and Rev. N. Kristianson of 
the Danish Mission in Manchuria, 
Rev. N. Astrup Larsen and Rey. R. M. 
Saterlie (secretary of one of the 
Lutheran Mission Boards in America), 
who were visiting the Seminary at the 
time, and had an hours most 


enlightening and helpful conference 


With them about the principles 
underlying the N.C. C. and especially 
those points which affect the Lutheran 
Missions. They all felt strongty the 
primacy of the work emphasized by 
the Council’s Standing. Committee on 
Retreats and Evangelism. 


The Industrial question is rapidly 
hecoming acute in the wuhan cities, 
and at the suggestion of Mr. G. C. 
Shedd, Inctustrial Seeretary for the 
Y. M.C. A. in these cities, a one day’s 
retreat, 9:00 a. m.-5:00 p. m., was 
held on the subject in the Parish 


House of St. Michaels Church, 


Wuchang. The interest on the sulmect 
was Wide-spread and very keen, as is 
shown by the facet that of the 35 
persons invited, with the idea that 15 
or 20 at most might come, 27 actually 
attended, almost all of them for the 
whole time. All the missions were 
represented, and one Hankow Chinese 
business man left his busy office for 
the day and made most interesting 
and valuable contributions to the 
oceas.on. There were seven women 
and seven Chinese members of the 
group. The advantage of considering 
the subject in the atmosphere of a 
Retreat, where keen discussion was 
begun, continued, and ended, in 
prayer, and where we were constantly 
reminded of our common obligations 
and privileges as Christians in prayer, 
planning and work for the highest 
welfare of Industry, was manifest to 


all. 


As contrasted with public pro- 
paganda or direct appeal to employers 
in general, it was heartily agreed that 
for the present our efforts in the 
Wuhan cities should be given to 
discovering the facts and cultivating 
the social consciousness of our own 


Christian constituency. This kind of 
spade work is a necessary preliminary 
which will require vigorous and united 
endeavor before wider issues can be 
approached with reasonable hope of 
success, 


A GLIMPSE OF THE CHURCHES 
IN THE UPPER AND MIDDLE 
YANGTSE VALLEY. 


Rev. K. T. Cuuna’s Journry. 


Postponement of Szechuan trip. 


Under the auspices of the Szechwan 
Christian Council our Secretary, Rev. 
K. T. Chung, was called to pay a 
four months visit to the interior of 
Szechwan. Owing, however, to the 
extremely unsettled condition of the 
province and the impossibilty of 
proceeding any furtherfrom Wanhsien 
he was advised to postpone the visit. 
So he began a down river trip and 
from September 18 until November 27 
he visited cight cities, Wanhsien, 
Ichang, Shasi, Kinchow, Hankow, 
Wuchang,. Nanchang and Kiukiang, 
touching. three provinces, Szechwan, 
Hupeh and Kiangsi. His line of 
work was holding retreats with smail 


groups of leaders of the clergy and 


the laity. Mr. Chung usually held a 
two days’ meeting in each place 
beside setting aside time for a 
meeting with the entire Christian 
body of the city when he gave a 
message to the Church of China today. 


In that address he reviewed the 
historical attitude of the non-Chris- 
tians toward the Church and also the 


~awakening of the members of the 


Church as te their responsibility to 
her. 


Beside this he had the opportunity 
of addressing the Christian student 
bodies and sometimes the non- 
Christian community. 


Space will not allow for a detailed 
report so we will record here a resumé 
of impressions he gathered during 
this trip: 


(1) The prevalent depression of the - 
people in general as to the future of | 


China. 


The experience of twelve years of — 


1) 
4 
| 
= 
= 4 
a8 
| 
at 


8 THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTLAN COUNCIL 


the Chinese Republic is not a very 
encouraging one, but we ought to 
know that the old China is passing 
away and these chaotic conditions 
are the natural result. Our task as 
a church is to focus the attention of 
the Chinese people on the future. 
What we love is the new China. 


The Church with 6000 pulpits in 
China has a Message from God to 
comfort the people, if God is our 
God; and while thereisstill a remnant 
of righteous ones, the life of the 
nation will not be shaken. We ought 
not to let our vision be coloured by 
the lives of some bad officials, or 
bandits, or lawless. soldiers or 
political cliques: we ought to look 
forward to the second generation, the 
children and the young men and 
women of China and of the Church, 
to nurture them in faith, hope and 
love for they are the China of 


tomorrow and the Church of to-. 


morrow. This is the task of the 
Christian institutions—-to save the 

econd generation; this is our gospel 
our fellow-countrymen. 


(2) The Revival of the Religious 
Sects. 


All along the river you see a 
revival of Buddhism, Taoism, the 


branches of Tung Shan Shur (Ti ie 


it) and Taoyuen (34 fe). You will 
find many scholars and business men 
finding peace in meditating and 
reading religious classics, and saying 
a prayer so as to find rest among 
the discords of their environment. 
There was never a time before when 
the religious devotees had such a 
sympathetic attitude toward Chris- 
tianity and expressing their 
appreciation of the power of the 
Gospel. Christ said, “I came not to 
destroy but to fulfill.’’ 


All these are the signs of the times 
and the religious awakening of the 
people is preparing a way for the 
coming of our Lord into the life of 
China. The problem of the Church 
is not the problem of the evangelist 
trying to convert.~ the 


living experience of Christians with 
Christ, of a Church with the spiritual 
glow, a Church that will really 
satisfy the spiritually-minded leaders 
of China. It isa challenging situa- 
tion for every Christian worker, man 


so-called» 
heathen; it is a problem of the real ° 


or woman, to meet the demand of the 

times. ‘There is a craving need 

among the non-Christian public, that 

craving which sent the Greeks to 

Philip of Bethsaida of Galilee, saying 
‘Sir, we want to see Jesus.’’ 


(3) The Awakening of the Congrega- 
tions, 4 


Members of the congregations are 
feeling not that they are in thé position 
of guests to the workers, but that they 
are really the Chinese Church, and 
they praise the Lord for the wonderful 
providence of sending missionary 
frends to plant the churches and also 
for the many Chinese workers who 
are giving their time and life for their 
spiritual nurture. They have the 
idea that the Church should be a 
church of the people by the people and 
for the people of China. Not only are 
they thinking seriously of self-support, 
self-government and self propagation; 
they are coming to see that Christ 
is the fountain source of the power of 
the Church, and the consciousness of 
their responsibility within and without 
the Church cannot help but drive them 
to their knees for communication with 
Him; because without Christ, without 
Church; without Christ, without 
workers; without Christ, without 
Christians of today; ‘‘For apart from 
Me ve can do nothing.”’ 


(4) The Local Churches adjusting 
themselves to the Community. 


Travelling through the interior of 
China one sees many Chinese homes 
beautiful and orderly but quite often 
we find streets around these 
beautiful homes quite filfthy because 


no one is responsible for the streets. 
In the same way the local churches | 


are beginning to realize that no one is 
responsible for the community life 
which lies outside the churches. The 
attitude of the non-Christian public to 
the Church is still to regard it ‘‘asa 
foreign institution and as a side issue’’, 
as one of the pastors remarked. Ifthe 
local churches remain mission-centric 
the local congregations will be far from 
becoming indigenous. We are not 
lacking in leaders from the laity. 
General Wu Chin-piao, Commissioner 
of Defence of Kiangsi Province, said 
he is a Christian of Kiukiang, although 
his name is among the congrega*ion 


of the M.E.M. He is responsible to— 


the Kiukiangese and he is a partner 
with the Kiukiang church as a whole. 


This awakening on the part of the 
church as to its duty to the. com- 
munity is expressing itself through 
Church Federations or City Councils, 
which try to enlist the entire forces 
of the community in Christian strategy 
rather than tactics, so that, using 
different instruments of music through 
which the gift of the Holy Spirit is 
heard, the whole community may play 
one harmonious tune—winning the 

‘Community for Christ’’. 


Of the above eight cities Wuchang 
is the only one that had formerly 
organized before our secretary made 
his visit, but the other seven places 
have now appointed provisional com- 
mittees to be responsible for bringing 
about the realization of this citv-wide 
cooperation of all the educational, 
medical, evangelistic and social forces 
of the church. 


(5) The need of the Church to feel 
weak before the Cross. 


The Church in China has grown in. 


the last hundred years under the 
protection of international treaties, 
through the financial backing of 
foreign boards, and the able leadership 
of missionaries and of almost 25,000 
Chinese workers. . The Church is not 
feeling at all weak before the Cross. 
She is feeling so powerful through 
materialistic efficiency that it runs 
contrary to the influx of God’s power. 
St. Paul said, “‘For when I am weak 
then am strong’. We are praying 
for the coming of the Holy Spirit for 
the revival of the churches, as if the 
Holy Spirit is not willing to descend 
and we have to pray to move the Holy 
Spirit to come. The Spirit is in 
unspeakable travail for the Church. 
The Holy Spirit is always ready to 
come, ready to descend. We should 
all ask whether the Church is ready 
to receive the Holy Spirit, if Christ 
has any opportunity in our lives, if 
His will is having its way, if the 
Church has prepared itself to be His 
vessel, ready to hear His voice and to 
obey His command. Let us ail feel 
weak before the Cross; to be crucified 


with Him and buried in the grave, , 
weak with Him even as in death, for - 


then the resurrection comes. My 
vrace is sufficient for thee for My 
power is made perfect in weakness. 
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THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCII, 


A LITANY OF INTERCESSION BY 


MISSIONARIES FOR CHINA 
AND THE CHURCH. 


(The following litany, based on 
material published by Dr. Orchard, 
was prepared for a meeting held at 
Kuling during the summer. It has 
been warmly appreciated and is now 
published in the hope that a larger 
number may find it of value). 


O God the Father, who didst make 
of one family all the Nations of the 
earth; 


mercy wpon us, 


0 Giod the Son, Jesus of Nazareth 
in Galilee of the nations; 


Have mercy upon us. 


O God the Holy Ghost, who didst 
brood in the hearts of sage and 


prophet; 


Have merey upon ts. 


QO Holy, Blessed and Glorious 
Trinity, above all and in all, whose 
passion may not be appeased until the 
family of man be reconciled and at 
home in Thee; 


Have mercy wpon us. 


Remember not, Lord; our offences. 
nor the offences of our forefathers, 
neither forsake us for our sins: spare 
us, good Lord, spare thy people whom 
Thou hast redeemed with thy precious 
blood and take not thy Holy Spirit 
from us; 


Spare us, Good Lord. 
By thy Incarnation, thy birth im 


the stable, boyhood in the village, 


playing in the market, schooling by 
the scribes; AND by the miracie of 
thy growth in wisdom and stature 
and in favour with God and man: 


Good Lord, deliver us. 


By thy Baptism, when ‘Thou ar 
knit up with sinful men, AND then 


didst see the heavens opened and hear 
the Voice; 


Good Lord, deliver. us. 


By thy poorness of spirit, thy 
mourning, thy meekness, thy hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, AND 
by thy joy in the Kingdom, in the 


inheritance of the earth, and in the 
cup of thy righteousness running over; 


Good Lord, deliver us. 


By the mercy and purity of thy 
heart, thy peacemaking and suffering 
of persecution at the hands of thine 
own people, AND by thy joy as amid 
all temptation thou didst dwell in the 
sight of God and wast manifest as the 
child of God, the image of his person; 


Good Lord, deliver us. 


By thy failure and disappointment 
and thy horror of doubt in Geth- 
semane, AND by thy overcoming 
faith in the power and fidelity of God 
and by thy royal witness before the 
rulers of this world: 


Good Lord, deliver us. 


By thy Cross and Passion, thy 
broken body and poured-out blood, 

AND by thy glurious Resurrection 
and Ascension ; | 


Good Lord, deliver us. 


We sinners, separated unto the 
Gospel of God in China, this country 
of thy desire, do beseech Thee to hear 
us as we pray for her: 


That Thou wilt have mercy upon 
this state and nation, increasing the 
power of thy Spirit in all places of 
darkness, strife and fear, that out of 
confusion may come order, out of war 
peace, out of ignorance the light of 

wisdom, out of despair hope in the 


living God; 
We beseech Thee to hear ws. 


That Thou wilt speedily raise up 
those whom Thou hast prepared to 


bear rule and authority, that the 
dream of past days may be fulfilled 
and government be based upon moral 
power and self-denying integrity, that 
those in high places may indeed be 
the father and mother of their people, 
and religion and piety, justice and 
mercy, truth and honour, season all 
the relations of men; 


We beseech Thee to hear ws. 


That money and prestige may be 
known for what they are, instruments 
of thy mercy, but in evil hands for 


evil ends engines of Satan for the 


destruction of men; 


We beseech Thee to hear us. 


That man may po more prostitute 
his brother man for his own ends, 
either by opium or any other means; 
may no more lie in wait for him in 
his weakness, nor goad him into 
vicious indulgence; 


We beseech Thee to hear us. 


That those who are bound by these | 


habits, body and soul in prison, may 
be loosed by thy almighty power and 
the sacrificial labour of Christ’s 
fellow-workers; 


We heseech Thee to hear us. 


That thy Chureh, O Christ, may in 
this hour of trial be saved from 
friendship with the world, lust of 
power, and the worship of mammon; 


Lord Jesus, defend thy Church. 
That thy Chureh may be saved from 


forsaking her first love, from toleration 


of untruth and uncleanness, from 
failing to hold fast to the things Thou 


hast committed to her, from having. 
only a name that she lives when she 


is dead, from falling in the hour of 
temptation, and from being neither 
hot nor cold; 


Lord Jesus, defend thy Church. 


‘That thy Church, being saved from 
complicity with wrong and com- 
promise with evil, from inconstancy, 
wavering and fear, may with boldness, 
patience, and humility run the course 
Thou hast marked out for her; 


Lord Jesus, defend thy Church. 


That thy Church may speak comfort- 
ably to those in despair, bind up the 
wounds of the nation, set forth the 
truth that makes men free, and so lift 
up the Cross of Christ that all men 
may be drawn together unto Him; 


Lord Jesus, defend thy Church. 


That thy Church may remember to 
hear what the Spirit saith so that she 
may teach only as she learns, to follow 


\Christ as she would lead the nation, 
to be herself the example of what she | 


would commend; 


Lord Jesus, defend thy Church. 


That thy Church may have her ful] 
share in uniting the nations of the 
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world in one family, in. bringing 
deliverance to the peoples, and 


gathering all thy sheep together, so 
that there may be one flock and one 
Shepherd ; 


Lord Jeans, defend thy Church. 


Finally we pray for all missionaries 
that by the zeal of holy love and the 
patience of our unquenchable faith, 
we may fulfil our calling within and 
without the Church. Make usslow to 
censure and quick to encourage, 
humble and constant in friendship. 
Enlighten our ignorance of men and 
make all mistakes and failures a 
sacrament of heavenly power. So 
may we by thy abouwnding grace 
become ourselves part fruits of thy 
husbandry i in China, and be helpers of. 
men’s joy rather than hold dominion 
Over their faith: through the match- 
less power of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Now unto Him that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the 
power that workéth in us, unto Him 
be the glory in China and the Church 
and in Christ Jesus unto all genera- 
tions for ever and ever. Amen. 


THE. PROMOTION OF. INTER- 
NATIONAL RELATIONS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH 
CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLES. 
Translation. 


» As a child cries when he is hurt so 
does any wrong bring evil ir its 
train. In ancient China, in. this 
great continental nation, the rule. of 
right and the custom of courtesy 
prevailed. Toward the end of the 


_ Chou Dynasty the. national habits 


began to change and the strong. 
began to prey upon the weak, It 
was well that Confucius stood forward 
as the teacher of faithfulness, for- 
giveness and love which through 
him were proclaimed throughout the 
country. Thus were the people given 
a standard of right. Looking back 
over four thousand years we may say 


these standards have stood the test 
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of time. Such a record may be 
spoken of as a contribution to the 
life of the world, valued not only by 
China but by other nations. 


Nevertheless the teachings of Con- 
fucius seem weak compared to those 
of Christ. Why should this be so? 
Christianity sets up love and equality 
as its aims: it breathes a spirit of 
mutual understanding, 


and cooperation; it teaches equality 


among the nations rather than 
differences between great and small, 
or the strong and the weak; it pro- 
claims a unity of rich and poor, of 
high and low: from those who have 


much it takes much, to those who 


have need it gives richly. Aiming 
at the development of love and 
service it creates justice, and thus as 
these things prevail wars will disap- 
pear. For these reasons Christianity 
spreads to every corner of the earth. 


These are the elements which must 

develop international goodwill. 
International relations. are the 

reflection of the thoughts and 


morality of peoples. Passing over 
the period of the closed door policy, 
we may say that now every land is 


open to intercourse with others and - 


so the relations of the nations are 
becoming more intimate. Never- 
theless deception and _ selfishness 
often get the upper hand and inter- 
national relations degenerate into 
mutual suspicion and aggression, 
leading to economic war and ulti- 
mately to open hostility. In such 
a world the fit survive and the weak 
are driven to the wall. All efforts 
are turned to the attempt to dominate 
by might; the principles of right are 
flung aside -and so are created clefts 
between nations. 


How then can we state the relation- 
ship between the morality of the 
people and the nature of our 


international relations? The State 
‘clearly depends upon her people and 


the people depend upon moral 
principles. The joining together of 
people creates society anu society 
forms states. Let the people once 
lower their standards of right and 
these standards will also disappear in 


;the life of the nations and of interna- 


tional relationships. Confucius says 


that the root of the state is in the 


family and the root of the family is 


in the individual: and again’ ** Their 
persons being cultivated, their 
families were regulated: their 


families being regulated, their states 
were rightly governed; their states 
being rightly governed, the whole 
state was tranquil’’. Thus it is clear 
that the foundation of right interna- 
tional relationships is to be found in 
the hearts of men. 7 


Now he who shoots must have a 
target and without a target none who 
shoots can be successful. The proverb 
says, ‘The jades of other mountains 
must be utilized for comparison ’’ 
and again, “‘He who gets near the 
vermilion becomes red himself: ge 
who gets near the ink becomes black ;’” 
When tnerefore in this age we see 
moral principles set at nought what 
better can we do than’ proclaim 
Christianity which can make the 
deaf to hear, the blind to see; which 
can put up, as it were, the target we. 
aim at, the peerless jade for our 
comparison; which can bring men 
near to the vermilion and away from 
the ink. It is therefore true that 
Christianty is the chief tool we must 
use in the avoidance of wars and the 
promotion of international relation: 
ships. Several years ago in’ Hangchow 
the writer in expounding this found 
it to be generally acceptable. Later 
on- in meetings both in Nanking and 
Hangchow he has had an eager 
response. At this time he offers it 
again for the consideration of all 
who are interested. 


Granting this fundamental, what - 
should be the next step? We should 
try to discover the reasons that lead 
men to make progress in the doing 
of good or evil. Mencius’ says, 
‘Man's nature is like water whirling 
around the corner; open a passage 
for it to the East and it will flow to. 
the Kast; open a passage for it to the 
West and it will flow to the West”. 
As water is led to the East or to the 
West so man’s nature may be led. 
into good or evil directions; ‘all 
depends upon the one who guides. 
In this twentieth century with the 
clash of the races, the higher 
standard of living and the lower 
standard of life, it is more urgent 
than ever that we. should promote 
such measures a8 May maintain the. 
ancient standards; for if: these: 


collapse doubtless men and nations: 


| 
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will fight and who can foretell the 
consequences? Are not the chief 
causes of war greed and desperation 
leading to peril and disaster? If 


these flourish how can there be peace 


among the nations? As the people 
are nourished through food so are 
nations dependent upon their people. 
How true is the saying of Kuan Tse 
who states that when clothing and 
food are ample the people will know 
the difference between glory and 
disgrace, 


Taking then the condition of China, 
since the Revolution twelve years 
have elapsed, civil wars have been 


continuous, the common people are 


improveished, the nation dietressed. 
In every direction bandits are causing 
trouble. Scarcely once during this 
period has there been real peace. 
The relations of China to the 
West have been endangered, as for 
example, in the Lincheng affair. 


Tn the article published last month 


the writer has expressed his convic- 


tions on the condition of the people as 
seen in that neighborhood, and has 
made’ some ‘suggestions toward the 
fundamental solution. In China to- 
day there are many millions possessing 
great; fortunes. but on the other hand 
numbers.of poor who cannot even drag 
out a meagre éxistenee. There are 
many intellectuals of great learning, 
but what masses of illiterates knowing 
not a single character! Between rich 
and poor, between the. learned 
and the ignorant, the gulf is too 
wide. Nor do those who are more 
favoured reach out a hand to help the 
others; on the contrary they take ad- 
vantage of them, driving them almost to 
the point of death itself. This all leads 
_ to internal unrest, many being driven 
. through, their hard lot to desperate 
courses. How can this fail to react 


upon international relations? While 


the writer would not presume to 
speak of conditions in other lands, 
she wonders whether there may 
not be in many places situations 
S0 similar as to bring about the same 
results, 


With thése things in mind let us 
ask again how niay Christianity bring 
peace? It was Christ who aimed at 
equality and love, sacrificing Himself 
for othérs.” Let Christians, therefore, 
take the heart of Christ as their heart, 


so cleanse themselves and so cultivate 
their inner life that they may become 
a pattern for others. Let denomina- 
tional differences be sweptaway. Let 
national differences be transcended, 
that the whole world may indeed be 
treated as one family where all are our 
brothers and sisters. Let there be no 
frontiers but rather a apirit of 
rympathy, courfesy and helpfulness in 
each nation. Let Christians lead in 
the founding of schools, teaching 
handicrafts as well training 


preachers, so that the teaching and . 
practice of Christianity may be spread | 


aid mén may learn to develop the 
conscience with which they have been 
endowed, In such training the clore 
relation between religion and life will 
be made clear. In lonély regions in 
the country there is special need of 
this, for here the minds of the people 
have become degenerate through their 
long years of illiteracy. As they are 
led. to think rightly and therefore: to 
do rightly they will gain a true 
standard of morality. Thus from the 
roote in the villages the towns, cities, 
provinces and the nation as a whole 
will be led forward. As individuals 
learn to live truly, the nation will 
have dutiful citizens, unrest will be 
overcome and peace will prevail. ~ 


has regainded us that to 


rule well is less important than to 
teach well. If men could but realize 
the truth of this we’ should soon be 


on the right way to a new era of 


cooperation. ‘‘Do-not.do to ethers as 


you would not wish them to do to 


you” says Confucius. This is the 
doctrine of forgiveness. We cannot 
truly forgive and wish to fight. With 
the principle of self-sacrifice and love 
which we see in Christ we go a step 
further. Forgiveness means under- 
standing. Through sacrifice we yield 
ourselves for the good of others. Thus 
the rich help the poor and the stron 

the weak. This is the practice o 

courtesy and servite. If only all men 
might have the spirit of sacrifice 
then all nations would seek to 
Kelp one another and international 
friendship would become close and 
relations intimate. | 


‘Phus in closing the writer would 
suggest that the promotion of interna- 
tional friefhdship is not so much a 


matter of polities, it is primarily the 


mutter of iuying the foundation in the 
minds and hearts of the people. No 
foundation can be laid to compare 
with that of Christianity. What a 
task for us who are Christians to take 
up and carry forward! 


S. T. Wen 


VISIT TO JAPAN ON BEHALF 
OF THE N. C. C. 


Christians of China and Japan 
Have Met. 


All we can here say about the 
performance of our mission to Japan 
is that the Christians of the two 
nations have met. There is too much 
to relate about the past between the 
two nations, and there is too much to 
think of for the future. But our 
mission has brought together the 
Christians who formerly were 
separated by the Yellow Sea, and we 
have realized that a meeting of this 
kind ought to have taken place béfore 
the Earthquake and ought to be 
repeated many times in the future. 


A fortnight ago a telegram was 
received by the National Christian 
Council in China from the Organizing 
Committee of the National Christian 
Council in Japan inviting us to 
attend their meeting. It concurred 
with the preparation for sending a 
deputation to Japan to convey the 
sympathy of Chinese Christians with 
the Christians in Japan on acgount of 
the great Earthquake. and Fire in 
Tokyo and Yokohama.. Imniediately 
the Council accepted the invitation; 
and Professor Chao of Soochow 
University and I were called to form 
the deputation. We exchanged the 
Japanese Relief Fund which had 
passed the mark of 3500 dollars into 
yen. Taking with us the draft and 
also the good-will of Chinese toward 
Japanese we started on our trip for 
Japan. Due to the unavoidable 
difficulty of travelling after the 
disaster we arrived at Tokyo, where 
the Organizing Meeting of the National 
Christian Council in Japan took place; 


one day late; and could only attend ~ 


one-third of their two-day program. 
But Wwe had the best opportunity in 
this meeting, and were given 
opportunity as well to speak to the 


a 


- 
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Christian leaders both Japanese and 
western from’ all over Japan. The 
last third of the two-day program was 


a good one in wh-ch we had the great. 
National 


privilege of seeing the 
Christian Council in Japan formally 
established. 


The day following the conclusion of 
the Conference we were given a great 
honour in meeting many Christian 
leaders and Japanese statesmen at a 
Japanese luncheon. It was _ s0 
arranged that every. one present was 
given the opportunity to speak. We 
were profoundly impressed by the true 
appreciation expressed by the Japanese 


Christians not only of our representa- . 


tion in their Council Meeting and our 
mission of sympathy with them, but 
also in regard to the relationship of 
the two peoples in their past history 
and ancient literature. ‘There both 
Professor Chao and I concluded, after 
much investigation as to how the 
Chinese gift should be distributed, 
viz: that it was best to entrust the 
money to the Union Christian Relief 
Association. Then a draft of 3365.58 
yen was formally handed to Pastor 
Kozaki, the chairman of the Union 
Christian Relief Association. We 
added one word then that it was the 
general op:nion of the givers in China 


that they would like to see that the 


money was directed to a more 
_ permanent use. Small as was the gift 
there is a profound sentiment and 
sympathy behind it and it was 
graciously accepted by the Association. 


What Professor Chao and IT have 


carried back from Japan through this 
good opportunity has some signifi- 
eance. ‘The significance of such a 
meeting of these two peoples in the 
Far East at such time of disaster is 
such as the world has never witnessed 
before: ‘the meeting may mean the 
starting point of cordial intercourse 
between them. ‘This meeting may be, 
as it were, the threshold of a new 
house of reconciliation where the two 
nations under one roof* may live 
peacefully together for the future. 
This meeting may mean at least the 
Christians who are separated by the 
Sea of suspicion will be linked 
fogether by gradually realizing the 
non-nationalistic love of Christ. 


One of the members of Parliament 
in that Japanese luncheon spoke to us 
saying that our mission to Japan only 
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made him become more appreciative 
of what Chinese civilization has meant 
to Japan and what he had found. out 


through studying the Chinese classics - 
And frankly. he pointed _ 


in Japan. 
out the weakness of Chinese people 


that is the lack of the nationalistic. 


spirit, At the same time he made it 
clear to us that the ultra-nationalistic 


spirit of the Japanese people has 


become the great handicap to , the 


nation’s progress. But he. expressed ce: 
r _in the holding of a retreat may write 


his hope that in the immediate future, 


the right sort of nationalism will tie 
together the two nations in the Far . 


East; and that their accomplishment 
in propagating the nationalism of a 
right kind will yet teach the world to 
find the means to a _ permanent 
international peace. | 


S. 


FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE 


Very careful attention -has 
given during the last month or two to 
the finances of the’Council. ‘The 
sources of supply are almost entirely 


the missions and churches. which have. 
called the Council into: existence... 


From the Missions the amounts so far 
received and promised total almost 
$45,000, or about $15,000 short of the 


estimate for the full financial year 
(ending 31 March next). From the 
Chinese churches no grants have yet 


come owing to the‘ fact ‘that the 
Council’s appeal has not yét been 
made. It was deferred partly to 
make way for the appeal on bebalf of 


the sufferers in Japan. 


Our readers are asked to use ‘Shei 


influence in securing & good response. 


to this appeal and in getting their 
own missions (where no action has 


yet been taken) to make such grants 
A statement in 


as may be possible. 
detail is being prepared and can be 
had by interested persons. 


Meanwhile every care is being taken 
to keep down expenses so that if the 
full income estimated is not. received 
we shall still be able to make ends. 


meet. _Means for watching and theck- 
ing all financial operations have been 
introduced into the office. We believe 
that it is an important part of our 


duty to see that every cent entrusted 


to us is spent wisely, in accordance 


with the principles and policy of the 


Council and, above all to the glory 
of God,, © 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Retreats. 
Any group desiring to have help 


to the Resident Secretary with a 
view to obtaining the pamphlet or 
suggested topics (which will be 
published soon), or in order to have 


@ visit from a secretary or other 
' person with some experience in this 
direclion. 


Publications. 


The “following documents. 
obtainable now: 


1. Minutes of the International 
Missionary Council’ held in 
Oxford last May; 25 cents. 


Relation of Church and Mission 


in China, by E.C, Lobenstine; 


‘price 60 cents from The Mission 


Book Company, 


8. © Missionary Cooperation in Face 


of Doctrinal Differences, by R. 
‘K. Speers & the Bishop of 
Bombay ; price 25 cents. 


The Relations of 


‘French & Portuguese Colonies; 
price 25 cents. 


We also expect soon to have— 
dom; price $1.00. 


Of the above we have’ only a very 
small stipply of Nos. 3 and ‘4, but 
more. can be ordered if there is a 


are~ 


| Missions 
and Government, in Belgian, 


Treaties, Acts & Regulations 
Relating to Missionary Free- 


demand. They can also be procured’ 


direct from Edinburgh House, 2 
‘Eaton Gate, London, S.W:1., or from 
25 Madison Avenue, ‘New York City, © 


U.S.A. 


Subseribeys of $5. 00 are entitled to 
receive all the publications issued 
tote the National Christian Council 
itself. 


Book, The Directory of Protestant 
Missions, The. Report of the National 


This does not include such 
volumes as The China Mission Year. 


Christian Conference and such other 


¢, 
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books as are published by arrange- 
ment with other firms and not 
directly by the N.C.C. It will 
include a copy of the Centenary Con- 
ference Records if the subscriber will 
so notify us in sending in his cheque. 
Since the last list was issued the 
following additional subscribers have 
sent in the $5.00: D.C.M., U.K.S., 
L.M., R.EX., N.D.G., E.B., W.D.E., 
L.8., C.H.L., A.C.M. Hankow. 


If in any case a publication, 
Chinese or English, fails to reach a 
subscriber, please notify us at once as 
the mail service may sometimes fail 
us. We are prepared to make good 
any such failures. — 


Just out. 


The Church in China and The 
Church Universal by T.C. Chao & 
 T.T. Lew, price 7 cents. 


-' The Christian Occupation of 
Kiangsu, Reprint from The Survey, 
price 35 cents. 


Suggestions for Study byStudents 
and Others, Six main topics which 
the N.C.C. is investigating—see 
Bulletin No. 5, p. 11.—in Chinese 
only. | 


To be Expected Soon. 


Topics and Questions for 
Retreats. 


The Christian Occupation of 
Chekiang, Reprinted from The 


_* Survey. 


Other Publications. 


(Chinese and English unless 
otherwise stated.) 


The Country Church and Indi- 
genous Evangelism by S. J. W. 
Clark, 12 cents. 


Retreats—What they are and 
- how to hold them, 5 cents. 


~* Annual Report of N.C.C. with 
minutes of May meeting,*‘20 cents. 


+ Brief Statement of the N.C.C. 
English), free. 


_ What the N.C.C. is doing (espe- 
clally for Chinese students); in 
Chinese, free. 


Reprint of the section of the 
Report of ‘Commission II dealing 
“With. economic ‘and industrial 
probleme, 20 cents, 


Article by M. T. Tchou, 2 cents. 


The Social Gospel in China by 
Sherwood Eddy—English only. 


Collective Bargaining, by Kirby 
Page—English only. 


Committees and Council Meetings. 


Notice has been sent to all members 
that the. Executive Committee will 
meet in Shanghai on March 4 and 5 
and that the Council is to meet 
between May 13 and 20. Meetings of 
the Standing Committees of the Ex- 
ecutive will probably be called just 
prior to the annua! meeting of the 
Council. We hope that all friends of 
the Council will bear these engage- 
ments in mind in their prayers. As 
the work develops more and more we 
realize the immense _ responsibility 
which rests upon the Council, the 
executive committee and the officers. 
That responsibility cannot be carried 
save by the power of the Indwelling 


Christ. ““Apart from me ye can do 
NOTHING.’’ 


j 
The Report of the National Christian 
Conference, Shanghai, May 1922. 


This very important volume con- 
tains the full reports of the five 
commissions which sum up the 


thinking of Christians in China on - 


the most vital problems before the 
Church. It also contains the discus- 
sions at the Conference. The Report 
of Commission II, for example, is full 
of suggestive material which mis- 
sionaries in all parts of the country 
should study most carefully. The 
price is only $4.00. We would urge 
you to order a copy without delay if 
you do not already possess one, and 
lo study it with care. 


The Honorary Secretaries. 


Dr. Cheng Ching:-yi is still studying 
in New York. He had a very 
strenuous time in Europe and had to 
abandon some of his engagements. We 
are glad to hear he is now much better 
and greatly enjoying his work. He 
plans to attend the World’s Sunday 
School convention in Glasgow next 
summer and to return in the early 
autumn to China. 


| | 
Rev. E. C. Lobenstine has been 


working for the Council in connection 


with our financial support and the 
investigation of the opium situation. 
He has sent in most valuable reports 
on the latter subject and has brought 
us into direct relation with the League 
of Nations committee at Geneva. Heis 
expected back in China about the end 
of February. 
exactly what line of work will engage 
his chief attention. We know there 
will be many claims on him and very 
many to welcome him. 


NOTES & COMMENTS. 


Committee on International 
Relations. 


The following list of topics. for 
Christian Universities and Colleges to 
study for the Committee on Interna- 
tional Relations has been sent out and 
a number of the colleges are cooperat- 
ing. If others care to help the 
committee will be only too glad. The 
Committee plans to review all the 
contributions received and hopes to 
base on this work a volume on the 
problem on the Christianization of 
International Relations from .the 
Chinese point of view. 


1. Racial Antagonism, Its Cause, 
Development and Results. (Yen- 
ching University, Peking). 


2. The Place of Nationalism in 
International Relations. (University 
of Nanking). 


3. The Commercial and Industrial 
Impact of the Nations. 
College). 

4. The International Aspects of 
China’s Social and Moral Problems. 
(St. John’s University). | 

5. The Characteristics of Eastern 
and Western Civilizations. (Soochow 
University) . 

6. The Political and Social Status 
of Missionaries in China... (Canton 
Christian College). 

7. The Christian Attitude toward 
the Use of Force and War. 
(Hangchow Christian Colleze). 

8. Internationalism in Christian 
Education. (Boone University), 


9. Christian Movements that 
Promote Better International Rela~ 


We cannot yet say 


(Shanghai | 


| 


Seminary). (The School of Theology, 
Yen-ching University). 


11. China’s Women and Their 
Task in the Improvement of Interna- 
tional Relations. 
Women’s College, Yen-ching Univer- 
sity ). 


12. The Creation of International 
Public Opinion forChina. (Shantung 


Christian University). 


18. The Philosophical Basis of 
International Relations. (Yale Col- 
lege, Changsha). 


14. The Christian Basis of Interna- 
tional Relations. (West China Union 
Universit ). 


Dr. Bondfield’s Article. 
We are “very pleased to be able in 


_ this issue to print the article on the 


Bible Reading Church prepared by Dr. 
Bondfield at the request of the N.C. C. 


it was agreed that this should be 


reprinted as a separate pamphlet. if 
there should be a demand for it. Will 
those who wish to use reprints write 
without delay to the Resident 
Secretary so that the matter may be 
dealt with not later than January 1 
if possible? ,It appears in Chinese in 
the China for Christ Bulletin for 
December. Reprints of this will also 
be prepared if desired. As in the 
case of all N. C. C. publications, the 
price will be a minimum to cover 


cost. 


‘Retreats and Evangelism Com- 


mittee. 


- The work of this committee goes on 
steadily. The appeal to Christian 
workers has been sent to nearly 10,000 
Chinese and missionaries. The 
pamphlet on Retreats is meeting a 
demand as witness the many orders 
‘which have come for larger or smaller 
numbers. The first series of outlines 
is in the press; three are on general 


- and evangelistic lines, four f»r school 


and college staffs, and one for social 
workers. Plans are in hand for a 
second series if the first one seems to 
meet a real need. One of the most 


(Ginling College; 
God. He does not fail us. 


and again they have led those present 
to make plans for future similar 
gatherings. We have not heard of one 
case where there has not been real 
blessing. Why? Because the retreat 
is used to bring us face to face with 
It is a 


means for the renewing of our spiritual 
nergies by direct communication with 


‘the one Source, and this we all need. 


Saint Dionysius was asked why one 
of his disciples, Timotheus, was 
farther advanced in the Christian life. 
He answered ** Timotheus is receptive 
of God’’. This is what we need when 
we gather in retreat,-to be “* receptive 
of God’’, 


We are glad to hear of several places 
where preparations for retreats are in 
progress. Let us add this word the 


retreat which does not lead to a strong . 
advance both in inward life and in 


outward service must have missed the 
mark at some point. This committee 
is for Retreats and Evangelism. 


Mr. SIDNEY J. W. CLARK. 


Readers of Mr. Sidney J. W. Clark’s 
stimulating pamphlet on ** The Coun- 
try Church and Indigenous Chris- 
tianity’’ will no doubt be interested 
in reading the following extract from 
a private letter written in England 
and received from him _ recently. 
Mr. Clark’s continued interest in the 
work in China is manifest by his 


“writing and the way in which in his 


letters he enters into the problems 
which we are facing out here. His 


pamphlet will shortly be issued in’ 
second English 


Chinese and_ the 
edition is already being called for. 


‘fT had a most illuminating. ex- 
perience a few weeks ago. I am very 
fond when in the country of visiting 
village chapels, and I struck one 
which had been established about 
sixty pears. 
as Dependents”? because’ they 
depended on God and on each other. 


The people were known | 


| 
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tions. (Foochow Christian Univer- encouraging things in- the Council’s It was really a wonderful experience, 
sity). work is the steady demand for, our Aboutseventy villagefolk attended the. 
10. The Task of the Chinese Jiterature.. services morning and 
Church in Bettering International simple villagers and so poorly 
Relations. (Nanking Theological of retreats Pricer ere held and. again educated that in the: public: reading 


they had to help each other out. 
They had. no preacher but, I should 
think that about thirty men and 
women spoke. They were not 
prompted or called on. * Everyone 
spoke wonderfully, The meeting was’ 
full of thanksgiving and praise. All 


seemed to have a glowing personal, 
-experience—real and up to date. I 


know it was not an old experience for 
each listened to the others with such 
rapt attention and interest. These 
meetings are held three or four times 
a week, and because the members have 


a growing experience they have:a fresh” 


story to tell of God’s goodness to them 
each time they meet. Now as I 
listened to the wonderful things said 
by these simple village folk, my 
thoughts turned to the innumerable 
villages of China where, for many 
generations, the Church will have to 
be muintained by stch people in some 
such way, and I felt that we need 
ask for nothing better. It greatly 
encouraged me and I felt compelled 
to get up and tell the people that all 
we need to do in rural China and 


India is just what they were doing 


in this village church.”’ 


The Industrial Commission of the 
N.C.C. 


What has it been doing? 


1. On September 11th, a half day 
meeting was held and the position 
reviewed. 


2. To meet the heavy programme, 
the Commission agreed 


(a) that it must have the backing 
and ‘cooperation of all Chris- 
tian groups, and that there 
must be a unified policy among 
all groups working towards a 
solution of industrial problems. 
Because of this an Appeal was 
sent out to all organisations 
most concerned, advantage 
being taken of the National 
Conventions of the. Y.M.C.A. 


and Y.W.C.A: to to 


them also, 


} 
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(b) that fortnightly meetings were 
totally inadequate, and that 
an Executive group should be 
formed to mee: three times a 
week; six members of the 
Commission were therefore 
appointed to carry the ex- 
ecutive work. 


What has this Executive group been 


doing? 


1, A letter was sent to all cities. 


where a united industrial committee 
is known to be at work, informing 
them of the Executive’s activities and 
asking what help the Executive could 
be to the local groups 


2. A summary of the Agenda of 
the Commission’s meeting on Novem- 
ber 2lst. conveys some idea of the 
scope of the Executive’s responsibility 


activities: 


Dame Adelaide Anderson: 


(a) arrangements are in hand for 
Dame Adelaide Anderson’s 
stay in Shanghai and visits to 
other cities. 


Special Commissioners: 


(b) Miss Zung, Miss Harrison and 
Mr. M. T. Tchou are appinted 
Special Commissioners, to be 
called upon by any of the local 
groups who need help and 
advice. Miss Zung, has this 
month visited various country 
churches in Chekiang; Mr. 
Tchou has been in Hangchow 
and will spend December in 
Wu-Han, going in first in- 
stance at the request of the 
Y.M.C.A. but acting also as 
Special Commissioner of the 
N.C.C. 


Literature: 


(c) study group material is being 
prepared, and leaflets explain- 
ingthe work of the Commission 
and making suggestions for 
lecal activities. 


Literary advisory group: 


(d) an advisory group is being 
formed to give assistance on 
the difficult matter of Chinese 
phraseology industrial 
terms, 


‘all the time. 


Training of leaders: 


(e) schemes are being discussed 
for the training of leaders; 
of the Association of Univer- 
sities and Colleges at Nanking 
in February will be approach- 
ed on this matter. 


Co-operation with medical groups: 


co-operation with medical 
‘groups is being sought in 
regard to industrial hygiene 
and 


British, Conference on Politics Economies 
and Citizenship: 


‘(g) a delegate from the Industrial 
Commission will be appointed 
to attend COPEKC. 

It will be seen that with an 
agenda holding so many items 
needing deliberate discussion, 
frequent meetings of the Com- 

_ MInission are called for; it will 
therefore meet fortnightly for 
the future. 


Spreading the Interest. 


If you wish, in writing to friends, 
to tell them of the Council’s work a 
very useful introduction is the Brief 
Statement, a four page leaflet which 
can be had free. We shall also be 
glad to post sample copies of the 
Bulletin to any address given us. We 
rely on your hely: for publicity that 
people in China and friends of China 
every where may know what the 
Council is trying to do for the 
churches in China, and may stand 
back of us with prayers and interest 
We count the readers 
of the Bulletin as members of one 
band united in this effort as in all 
that -will further the interests of 
Christ’s Kingdom in China. All 
suggestions as to how we may help 
and all friendly criticism directed to 
improving our service is_ heartily 
welcomed, 


Work of the Resident Secretary. 


Dr. Hodgkin has taken time from 
his work as Resident Secretary to visit 


Peking for a conference of missionaries 


engaged in various types of mission 
industries, Hangchow for the annual 


conference of the Baptist (North) 
Mission and the Y.W.C.A. national 
eonvention, and Nanking ‘for the 
opening of the new buildings of 
Ginling College. On all these occa- 
sions he gave addresses and in the 
first case helped towards the formation 
of an organization for bringing together 
the workers in that field of service. 
A large amount of time has gone into 
the preparation of literature as will 
be judged by those who have subscribed 
for the receipt of all that we publish. 
Several important documents are now 
in the press (see special announce- 
ment). The Resident Secretary (now 
Bishop Roots) will be glad to receive 
subscriptions of $1.00 for the Bulletin 
or of $5.00 for all publications. 


REPORT OF DAILY VACATION: 


BIBLE SCHOOL WORK 


The D. V. B. S. again has had @ 
snecessful year. The up-to-date 
figures show that the work was carried, 
on in 14 provinces. 1123 Schools 
were conducted by 4,898 teachers in 
the various centers in which 54,871 
children were taught to read the Bible, 
and to follow the good example of the 
little ones whom they discovered 
through their reading of the Bible 
stories. 


The National Report of D. V. B. S. 
for 1923 is in the process of publica- 
tion. Material and work has been 
collected from many centers where 
experienced teachers are found, for 
publishing a C ‘hinese Bible Story book. 
The hope is that for next summer the 
D. V. B. S. teachers will have a guide 


as to how to tell the Bible stories by > 


following the suggestions in this new 
book. Again two other test books 
are in the course of preparation. By 
next Spring it is hoped that all the 
D. V. B.S. new publications will be 
ready for use. This means that in 
the winter the D. V. B. 8. Department. 
will be busy with the preparation of 
these new pieces of literature. 


Ger. 


—— 
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THE BULLETIN OF TH 


E NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


LOCAL CORRESPONDENTS. 


We need local correspondents 
who will 


(1) Be responsible to see 3 


that information re the N. C.C. 
is circulated among missionaries 
and local church members. 


(2) Secure subseribers for 3 


the China for Christ Bulletin 
and the English Bulletin. 


(3) Help in the distribution 
of literature. 


(4) Correspond re visits to 
the centre, special efforts such 


as the Japanese’ earthquake 
fund, &c. 
(5) Receive and read the 


English Bulletin (free to cor- 
respondents) . 


We have had very few re 
sponses to our suggestion on 
this matter. Of course we arc 
all busy, but 1s not this a thing 
which helps us to do all our 
other work better? Please write 
to the Resident Secretary if you 
wish to offer. 


BURDENS. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 


We draw attention to the paragraph 


elsewhere about Bishop Roots’ rela- 


tion to his diocese and to the N. C, C. 


We" neéd to continue earnestly in 
prayer that guidance may be given to 
all concerned that our beloved secre- 
tary, if it be the Lord’s will, may 
soon be set free to give his undivided 
attention to the work of the Council 
for which he has been ready even to 
lay down the grave and urgent 
responsibilities of his office of diocesan 
bishop’'in the Sheng Kung Hui. 


Rev. K. T. Chung will be visiting 
Northern Chekiang as this paper goes 
out. He goes to Siaoshan, Shaohing, 
Tsong Ko Bu and other centres. 
Miss Fan left Shanghai December 9th 
for a two weeks trip to Amoy in 
connection with anniversary services 
there, and for special evangelistic 
work in some of the schools. Let u: 
seek God’s blessing on them and on 
those to whom they go in the love 
of Christ. 


Miss Fan is planning visits in con- 
nection with the Committee on Church 
and Home and for special retreats. 
May we remember her and ask that 
she may be guided as to the places 
visited and all other arrangements. 


Dr. Hodgkin goes to Hangchow for 
Retreats and special meetings for 
students from Dec. 8-18. Later he 
plans to visit Anking, Hwaiyuen, 
Taian, Tientsin, Tsinan and Peking 


between the New Year and _ the 
Annual meeting. For all this 
work he 


asks the help of your 
prayers. | 


The Commission on Church and 
Industry is very active as will be seen 
by the news items. May we pray that 
the visit 6f Dame Adelaide Anderson 


‘moderation, 


to China may bring to a head the 
work done in this field, that the 
visits paid by M. T. Tchou, Miss 
Zung and others to different centres 
may stir new interest, that the litera- 
ture may be well and wisely used and 
that all this work may be in the spirit 
of Him who said ‘‘Inasmuch as ye 
did it to one of the least ye did it to 


me’”’ 


Let us remember constantly the 
grave peril to China in the re 
crudescence of opium eultivation and 
smoking and the still more dangerous 
use of the derivatives, and let _us 
especially pray for Dr. Chuan in his 
arduous labours in seeking to stir up 
a deeper shame and a more serious 
effort throughout China to grapple 
boldly with this gigantic evil. 


May we pray that at this Christmas 
season all hearts may be stirred afresh 
with the divine message ‘*‘ Peace on 
earth, goodwill among men,”’ and 
that here in China and in all other 
nations the counsels of forgiveness, 
fair dealing and con- 
sideration for the public welfare may 
prevail over private mindedness, 
tyranny, excess and revenge. May 
the New Year a big step 


- forward towards the New China 


builded in peace within and honour 
with all. 


May we continue in prayer for our 
Chairman, Dr. David Yui. His con- 
dition is still causing some anxiety to 
his friends who fear it may be some 
time before he can resume many of 
his activities. We are thankful to 


know, however, that he has made @ 


definite advance towards recovery. 


| 
\ | 
x 
> 
RS 
ee 
4 
oe 
| 


